174. CABLE TO G. A. NATESAN1
durban,
[Before October 25, 1913]
THE REPORT IS ENTIRELY FALSE; MEETINGS HELD
THROUGHOUT THE COUNTRY ARE STRONGLY SUPPORTING
THE MOVEMENT, AND NEARLY A HUNDRED MEN AND
WOMEN REPRESENTING ALL SECTIONS OF TSE COMMUNITY
ARE ALREADY IN GAOL.
The Times of India, 25-10-1913
175.   STATEMENT AT CHAMBER OF COMMERCE*
[durban,]
October 25, 1913
At joint meeting of representatives of coal, sugar, and agriculture indus-
tries hdd this morning, Mr. Gandhi stated that present strike of coal mines
was specifically due to failure of Union Government to cany out definite pro-
mise given by them repeatedly that the annual tax of £3 would be repealed. He
states that a promise or assurance was given definitely to Mr* Gokhale, and that
this is confirmed by a statement made by Lord Ampthill in the House of Lords,
and reported in Blue-book, without reservation as to men, women and children.
Mr. Gandhi states that Indians will be immediately advised to resume work,
regardless of any other grievances, as soon as Government give assurance that
they will carry out their promise.3
Indian Opinion, 5-11-1913
1	This was in refutation of a cable from Reuter which was published
in Tks Tints of In&a, 21-10-1913: "Here appears to be a decided split
among the local Indian community, but it is believed that the majority will
support the passive resistance movement"
2	A meeting of leading employers of Indian labour  was held at the
Chamber of Commerce on October 25. Gandhiji made a statement on the
position of the strike. This is an extract from a telegram sent by the Goal*
owners' Association to the Minister of the Interior on October 25. No sepa-
rate report of Gaadhiji's statement is available. For an account of Gandhiji's
dJscusskw with the mine-owaers, r?i& Srtjagraha in South Afrlta, CL XLII.
3	The telegram went oa to state: "After hearing Mr. Gandhi, the meeting
resolved that the Union Government be asked to say whether they gave assu-
rance regarding £3 tax mentioned by him, and as confirmed by Lord Amp**
t&B m the House of Lords; whether said assurance applied to men, women

